
Oscar Sladek (born Oskar Štaub) is born to Sarlota, “Irene,” and Bedrich, “Frici,” 
Štaub on March 18th, 1935. Frici is a talented violinist, conductor and com-
poser and he and Irene own a luxury goods store in Prešov, Czechoslovakia. 
In 1939, Czechoslovakia is broken up; parts of it are annexed by Germany, Po-
land, and Hungary, and under the leadership of Jozef Tiso, the Slovak Republic 
comes into being. Although an independent nation, between 1939 and 1945 
Slovakia is essentially a client state of Germany.

In 1941, under the new Slovak government, “The Jewish Codex” is passed. These  
laws place restrictions on Jews owning property, working certain jobs, holding 

bank accounts, and gathering in large groups. Jews are also required to wear a badge with a yellow Star 
of David. 

The Štaubs are in danger of losing their business under the Codex restrictions, so a friend, a local 
Christian judge, Dr. Jozef Šolc, suggests that they transfer ownership of the shop to his sister Maria. 
Maria’s ownership is in name only, and under this arrangement the Štaubs are able to keep their liveli-
hood. The Štaubs and Frici’s parents are forced to move out of their homes, and they move in together 
into the maid’s quarters behind Frici’s parents’ home.

Between March and October 1942, the Slovak government begins deporting Slovak Jews to labor 
camps in Slovakia and from there on to concentration camps in German-occupied Poland. Local mili-
tary periodically moves through Prešov arresting Jews for these deportations. Whenever these round-
ups are about to happen, Judge Šolc warns the Štaubs to go into hiding. The Štaubs hide in a hole dug 
beneath the floors of one their Christian friends’ houses; when the round up is over, the friends tap on 
the floor to let them know it is safe to emerge.

As the roundups become more intense, Irene and Frici decide to send Oscar away to Hungary. Across 
the border in Kassa, Hungary, life for Jews is better. Hungary has also passed a series of laws discrim-
inating against its Jewish citizens, similar to those in Slovakia. However, in 1943, Hungary still refuses 
to deport its Jewish population to German concentration camps.

Oscar is smuggled across the border in spring 1943 and lives in Kassa with his aunt’s family. While 
there, he goes to school, practices and performs music, and participates in Jewish communal and re-
ligious life. Then in March 1944, he watches as the Nazis arrive in Hungary.  He insists on returning to 
his parents and is smuggled back to Prešov in April.

The Štaubs’ friend, Judge Šolc, provides them with forged baptismal certificates that include Christian 
names. However, because too many people in Prešov know their real names, the Štaubs decide to 
leave Prešov. They settle in Mikuláš, and one day in August, they watch as the Slovak partisans drive 
the Slovak government and their German collaborators out of the city. This uprising is precipitated by 
the approach of the Soviets. In response, German troops move into Slovakia. 

As the German army moves closer, the Štaubs travel further into the mountains to the town of Bo-
brovček. There, they live in temporary tranquility. Oscar learns to ride horses and makes friends with 
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the partisans stationed nearby. As the Nazis once again advance, the Štaubs and the partisans flee. The 
Štaubs travel into the Tatra mountains on foot to a small shepherd’s cabin. The cabin has no running 
water or electricity and is already inhabited by twelve refugees. For two months, they live in this cramped 
space, depending upon a local partisan to bring them supplies.

On December 25, 1944, a partisan rushes to tell them that the Nazis have started a sweep of the moun-
tains and the cabin is no longer safe. The Štaubs and some friends quickly leave the cabin and hide—
others choose to stay behind and are taken by the Nazis. Afterwards, the Štaubs and their friends return 
to find the cabin has burnt down. They build a makeshift shelter, in which they hide with little food or 
resources, during the coldest winter on record, until March 1945.

The lean-to is discovered by some partisans, and when the partisans decide to head toward the Russian 
line, they take the Štaubs and their companions along. In the small hours of March 3, 1945, the group 
reaches the Soviets and freedom. In the town of Žiar, the Štaubs are given food, shelter, and their first 
warm bath in months. 

After the war, the Štaubs gradually make their way back to Prešov. Judge Šolc and his sister are overjoyed 
at their return and restore their shop to them. However, the Štaubs decide to move to Kassa, now called 
Košice. In Košice, the family legally changes their name to Sladek and open a new shop. Oscar has his 
bar mitzvah, and the Sladeks have another baby, a little girl named Miriam. Miriam is born in 1948—the 
same year that David Ben-Gurion announces the state of Israel is open to Jewish refugees. The Sladeks 
file the necessary paperwork, pack their goods, and in May of 1949, begin the journey to Israel. They arrive 
in Haifa on the first anniversary of Israel’s independence, May 14, 1949. Oscar is now fourteen years old.

In Israel, Oscar eventually joins the Israeli Defense Forces where he serves as musical director and com-
poser for the Northern Command Entertainment Corp. Later he emigrates to Caracas, Venezuela and 
then to Los Angeles, California, where he becomes an established singer-songwriter and performs in 
several of Hollywood’s top folk clubs. 

At age 23, he meets his future wife Selma Rosen on a blind date, and they marry soon thereafter. He 
and Selma eventually move to her hometown of Denver, where they go on to have four children and 
many more grand- and great-grandchildren. In Colorado, Oscar continues performing: on television, radio, 
and across the country. He serves as executive director of the Temple Sinai synagogue and other Jew-
ish non-profits. In 1976, at age 40, Oscar begins travelling throughout Colorado, California, and Canada 
speaking about his experiences during the Holocaust. In 2019 the Governor of Colorado, Jared Polis, 
gives Oscar an award in recognition of his service to Colorado. Oscar’s memoir Escape to the Tatras is 
published in 2022, and, in 2025, Oscar is inducted into the Colorado Authors Hall of Fame.  

SURVIVAL ANDWITNESS.COM © HOLOCAUST AWARENESS INSTITUTE -  UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

Oscar Sladek
PREŠOV, CZECHOSLOVAKIA - 1935



Oscar Sladek
PREŠOV, CZECHOSLOVAKIA - 1935

SURVIVAL ANDWITNESS.COM © HOLOCAUST AWARENESS INSTITUTE -  UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

RESOURCES

Erickson, John. The Road to Berlin. Westview Press: 1983.

JewishGen. Yizkor Book Project. “‘Kosice’ – Encyclopaedia of Jewish communities, Slovakia.” https://www.
jewishgen.org/yizkor/Pinkas_Slovakia/Slo495.html. Accessed 30 October 2025. 

JewishGen. The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy. “Presov.” https://cdp.jewishgen.org/eastern-europe/
slovakia/presov-presov. Accessed 31 October 2025.

Lindemann, Albert S. “Jewish Question.” In Antisemitism: A Historical Encyclopedia of Prejudice and Perse-
cution, edited by Richard S. Levy, 1st ed. ABC-CLIO, 2005. CredoReference. 

Lukáč, Eduard. “Education and Enlightenment of Jewish Population in Slovakia until 1945. An Example of 
Microhistory of Prešov.” Athens Journal of History (Online) 3, no. 2 (2017): 119–36. doi:10.30958/
ajhis.3-2-3.

Rajcan, Vanda and Vadkerty, Madeline and Hlavinka, Ján. “SLOVAKIA.” The United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CAMPS AND GHETTOS: SLOVAKIA, edited by Lohse, A. (Ed.) 
and Parken, O. (Ed.), United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2025. Project MUSE, https://doi.
org/10.1353/document.4203. Accessed December 12, 2025 

Shally-Jensen, Michael ed. Defining Documents in American History: World War II (1939-1946). Salem Press, 
2015), 360–361. Accessed 15 October 2025. https://research-ebsco-com.du.idm.oclc.org/linkpro-
cessor/plink?id=1a17e0a1-2f43-3641-9733-4f6c35888e27.

Sladek, Oscar. “He survived the Holocaust, then flourished on Colorado’s folk music scene.” Interview by 
Ryan Warner. CPR, January 27, 2023. https://www.cpr.org/show-episode/jan-27-2023-he-survived-
the-holocaust-then-flourished-on-colorados-folk-music-scene/

Sladek, Oscar and Corinne Joy Brown. Escape To The Tatras: A Boy, A War and A Life Interrupted. DSEC, 
2022.

Spector, Shmuel, and Geoffrey Wigoder. “Kosice.” In The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the 
Holocaust. Vol. 2. Yad Vashem, 2001.

Spector, Shmuel, and Geoffrey Wigoder. “Nove Mesto Nad Vahom.” In The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Be-
fore and During the Holocaust. Vol. 2. Yad Vashem, 2001.

Spector, Shmuel, and Geoffrey Wigoder. “Presov.” In The Encyclopedia of Jewish Life Before and During the 
Holocaust. Vol. 2. Yad Vashem, 2001.

Teich, Mikuláš, Dušan Kováč, and Martin D. Brown. “The Slovak National Uprising: the most dramatic mo-
ment in the nation’s history.” In Slovakia in History. Cambridge UP, 2011. https://research-ebsco-com.
du.idm.oclc.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=6a72aac8-f81e-3e69-af58-999d5



Oscar Sladek
PREŠOV, CZECHOSLOVAKIA - 1935

SURVIVAL ANDWITNESS.COM © HOLOCAUST AWARENESS INSTITUTE -  UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

RESOURCES

Teich, Mikuláš, Dušan Kováč, and Martin D. Brown. “Slovakia under communism, 1948–1989: controver-
sial developments in the economy, society and culture.” In Slovakia in History. Cambridge UP, 2011. 
https://research-ebsco-com.du.idm.oclc.org/linkprocessor/plink?id=6a72aac8-f81e-3e69-af58-
999d5

Tönsmeyer, Tatjana. “Hlinka Guard.” In Antisemitism: A Historical Encyclopedia of Prejudice and Persecution, 
edited by Richard S. Levy, 1st ed. ABC-CLIO, 2005. CredoReference.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Holocaust Encyclopedia. “The Aftermath of the Holocaust.” 
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-aftermath-of-the-holocaust Accessed 15 
October 2025.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Auschwitz Report.” Holocaust Encyclopedia. https://encyclo-
pedia.ushmm.org/content/en/timeline-event/holocaust/1942-1945/auschwitz-report. Accessed 27 
October 2025. 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “The Holocaust in Hungary.” Holocaust Encyclopedia. https://
encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-holocaust-in-hungary. Accessed 15 October 
2025.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “The Holocaust in Slovakia.” Holocaust Encyclopedia. https://
encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-holocaust-in-slovakia. Accessed 15 October 
2025.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “Jozef Tiso.” Holocaust Encyclopedia. https://encyclopedia.
ushmm.org/content/en/article/jozef-tiso-1. Accessed 15 October 2025.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. “The Eastern Front: The German War against the Soviet 
Union.” Holocaust Encyclopedia. https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-soviet-
union-and-the-eastern-front. Accessed 15 October 2025.


